educational series, curricula, filmstrips, printed materials, films, documentaries for
television, and public service announcements.

Through its Professional Education Publications Program, the March of Dimes transmits the
latest scientific findings-in original articles and journal reprints--on birth defects to schools
of medicine and nursing, university hospitals, medical centers, physicians, nurses and other
health professionals. Also included in the publications program are; (1) the International
Directory of Genetic Services, a listing of medical centers that provide genetic counseling
and analyses of special genetic conditions; (2) the Birth Defects Atlas and Compendium.
which standardizes names and descriptions of 1,005 congenital anomalies, in four languages;
and (3) Genetics in Practice, a quarterly newsletter for health professionals.

The MOD serves as a clearinghouse for the exchange of incidence data generated in birth
defect monitoring programs in 14 countries.

Mental Health Law Project (MHLP)

2021 L Street, NW

Suite 800

Washington, DC  20036-4909

(202) 467-5^30

Handicapping Conditions Served:    Mental and emotional disorders and developmental
disabilities,

Users Served.'   Attorneys, disability organizations (parent/professional/client groups).

The Organization: Formed in 1972 as a nonprofit public organization, the Project is
dedicated to law reform advocacy on behalf of people labeled mentally or developmental^
disabled. Test case litigation is used to define, establish, and implement the rights of such
persons. Landmark judicial decisions are followed with policy advocacy at the. Federal
level. Priority issues are preventing neglect and abuse of institutionalized mentally disabled
people and generating adequate health and mental health care, education, housing,
vocational and supportive services for mentally disabled people living in the community.
MHLP also devotes some resources to protecting the civil rights of persons subject to civil
commitment or procedures (e.g. ECT, psychotropic drugs). Regional training conferences on
mental disability law have been cosponsored with the Practicing Law Institute. Advice on
legal strategies for clients appearing before administrative agencies and legislative bodies is
available; when appropriate, MHLP will represent protection and advocacy organizations
before Federal agencies.

Information Services; MHLP offers backup assistance to attorneys and other advocates
representing mentally handicapped clients. These services include model pleadings, legal
citations and technical references, discussion of strategies, and comments on pleadings, draft
legislation/regulations* assistance in using experts, provision of articles, memoranda,
bibliographies, etc. In answer to inquiries from professionals and other interested persons,
MHLP supplies general information about legal rights and makes referrals to attorneys.
Publications include Legal Rights of Mentally Disabled Persons, a three volume course book
which includes technical information about mental health and retardation issues, case law
and legal analysis; and other books and reprints of articles by staff attorneys. MHLP's
UPDATE is a bimonthly newsletter which offers a succinct overview of federal legislative,
administrative and judicial developments affecting mentally disabled people. It is sent
without charge to nonprofit organizations actively representing mentally disabled people,
MHLP's ALERT is a newsletter published occasionally to cover emerging issues which affect
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